Bits and pieces of this story may be found elsewhere, but Clark's book is the first one to bring them together into a single volume. It provides useful insights into forest use and management over the past century. It highlights the contributions of such people as Charles T Mohr, Henry Hardtner, and Charles Holmes Herty to the revival of southern forests and wood-use industries. It offers one perspective on forest history. Clark must know, however, that not all lumbermen in the late nineteenth century were 'carpetbaggers"; southerners as well as northerners engaged in forest exploitation. More importantly, rather than condemning one generation of lumbermen for exhausting southern forests and praising a later generation for rational resource use, Clark might have explored more fully the economic determinants that caused the two generations to behave differently.
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